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ROEBOURNE — HOUSING DEVELOPMENT 

Statement by Minister for Housing 
MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Housing) [12.10 pm]: I rise to advise the house of a very 
exciting government initiative announced in last week’s state budget. The government, through its royalties for 
regions program, has committed $5 million to begin the process of rebuilding and revitalising Roebourne. In 
2010–11, 12 new homes will be constructed. This construction will follow the demolition of 25 homes in the 
area of Roebourne known as The Village. This funding will be the beginning of a comprehensive plan to address 
the long-term issues that have affected the community of Roebourne for many years.  

The Department of Housing is the lead agency in a whole-of-government approach that aims to transform the 
Roebourne community. The department will work with both the government and private sectors, alongside the 
community, to help rebuild capacity and address social disadvantage; key government agencies have already 
begun this work. Throughout June, several key stakeholder meetings will be held in Roebourne to analyse the 
resources currently being provided by agencies and identify where improvements can be made. This ongoing 
process will inform further staged developments in the town. In consultation with the community, we are 
planning to completely transform Roebourne by creating new and vibrant spaces for the community to enjoy, in 
addition to increasing and better managing support services to the town.  

As we have seen in Halls Creek, a long-term, sustained, whole-of-government approach can deliver better 
outcomes. To achieve similar success in Roebourne, bipartisan support and investment will be necessary. While 
Roebourne has its own unique issues, and will require unique solutions, I am confident my department has the 
experience and expertise required to lead this vital initiative. This new funding demonstrates the government’s 
commitment to the people of Roebourne and confirms our intention to provide improved living standards, 
greater employment opportunities and better access to services in regional and remote communities. 
 


